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Banksstart loans
for tobacco growers

OUR STAFF REPORTER

PESHAWAR- On the directives
of the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBPl. commercial banks have
initiated special agricultural loans
scheme for tobacco growers in the
province.

The scheme was made possible
:: with the efforts of the Pakistan

Tobacco Board CPTB)in Iacilitat-
1 ing the central bank and cornmer-
I' cial banks on one platform for the

issuance of the loans for growers.
\ In this connection, the board car-
)I ried a comprehensive awareness
a campaign amongst the tobacco
IA growers for the scheme.
d The scheme was formally
'e, launched in a workshop organised
_ by Pakistan Tobacco Company

(PTC) in Chargbagh, Swabi dis-
trict. The PTB Secretary Noman

1
Bashir, Development Finance Of-
ficer of SBP Fazal Muqeem and

others attended the workshop.
The representatives of commer-

cia! banks, tobacco companies and
t.obacco growers of the area also
attended the workshop.

Speaking on the occasion, the
PTB Secretary Noman Bashir
urged the representatives of the
commercial banks to release maxi-
mum amount of Rs 50,000each for
tobacco growers before the end of
the current month.

The representative of SBP, Fazal
Muqeem also directed the com-
mercial banks for issuance of agri-
cultural loans and assured that
tobacco growers would be pro-
vided timely loans for the purchase
of agricultural inputs.

Later, the scheme was fonnally
launched with the distribution of
four cheques of agricultural loans
amongst the tobacco growers on
behalf of the Zari Taraqiati Bank
Limited (ZBTL)'


